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 cials during the:}960a and'the 1970s. - | se if

_ ernment-engagediin: what; turned Qgtto be, &m—

’ regarding the:Vietnam:War: Covert; illegal dctio

"cloak of executive-immunity.
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. not surprisingly; et with opposition ir'the-ezecn-
: tive branch, wheretactivities had béer;character-:
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~ During that x.xm;theexecunve;.branch"g 1 2oV

uing effort to dispel distrust of government-amorig.
_the American-public'is: the Freedom of Inf

bit,” the-legislatioh was” amendedas “scores- of
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codified And though these séparate forms of ex-
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pointed by their.government and their elected offi=:
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tematic effors to withhold; protect, Conceal or deny |
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were authorized gntakertGgaioat Americary it
zens. Abd thisfeé was a president who Soyght lies;
gally to;;obst‘mét?ju’stidexfaﬁd'thétr,-hid’*?behind? 1

' The overwhelming- reaction

open upstheir government, to strengthen laws to’
make it:accoantable; and to-demand to know what”
their gewernment was doing. @ {4 1R XY E

 Fandsmental to this exercise and to th¥contin-/
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"When enacted in 1966-by Congress the FOIA,

*Resistancetdthe FOIA in the-exécutivé branch'
did not-abate with the 1974 amendments. Bit-by"

agency:officials fought to xempt certairi informa:
tion from disclosure.« T ¢ 2 shma A AN
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authorizationt bills;dnd were’nevet. reviewed by
the congressional: committees- with' jurisdiction’:

over the FOLA: ‘conseqiently, they. were never

‘emption from the FOIA are estimated to number
200: -no_one r_'eaﬁg‘;‘gnqws;fprecxsely how many
weakening amendments - -the -act have: beem
passed. . R ot SRR -iz«f B
. ‘Whenthese exemptions are ‘considered 'in"the
form: of amendments’ to- other laws—out of the
context ofsthe public's right to know—there is-a
far greater likelihood that one narrow interest will
ahead: of ithe intérests of the general
And riow, once Bgain, the law faces severe chal-
‘|enges, backed:and"inspired- once-egain by the ex-
ecutive branchZ The familiar. regfam wtll:::rd hot?ﬁas
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" The American- people ‘ were severely -disap=

~ concerns- about losing a ¢competitive advantage

 ings into the way the act is administered by vari-

“ Certainly, there is, justifiable concern gver the-
potential damage that.could be caused by the re--
Jease of information relating to law enforcement
investigations. Businesses also have legitimate

through the release of trade infqnnati_oq'r_egxﬂaﬂy
filed with government agencies.. 10 7o
. iThese concerns, however,: in no way justify 2.
‘piecemeal aseault on the FOIA. The act is basically
‘sound, and any changes should:be made only after
proper consideration is given o the impact on:the-
FOIA government-wide.” ™"~ " <13 -
% It bécame clear last year.when I chaired hear-
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‘ol agencies that there isa profounq absence of
‘clear,.concise-and consistent guidelines ‘t'or'tzhe,
FOIA: There is no strong lead agengyfdxrgcunz.

other federal agencies about how to manage or'
comply with the law: There'is no single forum for
those parties most affected by the act—govern-
ment agencies, attorneys, reporters, businesses, ;
scholars, researchers and authors—to channel
their recommendations or frustrations.

Witnesses as disparate as those representing the
Reporters Committee for Freedom. of, the Press.
and the National Association of Manufacturers
agreed that the wide variations in the way the law
is administered cause them difficulties..~ >~ -

. After hearing the testimony and teviewing the
record of those hearings, I submitted'a report. tod
my colleagues in'the Senate recommending FDURM
ber of changes designed to achieve uniformity and
equity in the way. the FOIA. is administered by
‘Variollsagendes;" ‘,m '\; i % 5,:‘:,".'1 ;: <

- - also recommended that a/congressional review
be initiated to identify, the secrecy provisions that
have been attached to various laws. If these provi-
sions can be justified, they ‘sho'ults be reenacted as
specific amendments to'the FOTAY ; # - ;.00 -

" With a sensible, uniferm: government-wide-

- approach.to the FOIA, it will remain a strong in-
strument for.helping.educate the public.about its
government. The stakes in this “matter are very,
high—a question of whether thé public has the
right to know what its’government is doing. And
an informed public remains eur best-safeguard
against ill-conceived government policies. . - ... <
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The writer'is a Demacratic senator from
Tennessee. - .o ioeeohoak v
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